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Part I: What happened last year?

Positioning Theory 
(Harré & van Langenhove, 1999)

Constructivist Grounded Theory 
(Charmaz, 2014)



Part II: The Story Continues

Adapted from Harré & van Langenhove (1999)

J’ai changé de façon de penser...



The Positioning Triad

Adapted from Harré & van Langenhove (1999)



The Technologies of the Self How do humans use 
technologies to create and 

refine the self? 
(Burkitt, 2002)

Sign systems: permit use of signs, symbols, meaning

Production: permit manipulation, production

(Em)power: determine conduct of individuals

Self: permit individuals to change ways of being

Adapted from Foucault (1988)



What did Foucault mean by technology?

[A] form of practical action accompanied by practical reason, which 
aims to instill in the body habitual actions – either moral virtues (that 
is, the right ways of acting in a situation) or technical skills – and, later, 
to give people the reflexive powers to reason about their virtues or 
skills, providing them with the capacity to refine, modify or change 
them.

(Burkitt, 2002, p. 224)



Rachel: A Research Scientist Come Teacher

So, they [the students] have them [digital technologies] 
we might as-might as well take advantage of them and 
use them. It’s just, like, how do I use it the most effective-
in the most effective way is the question that I have. 

Positioning and the Technologies of Sign Systems and Production



A secret story (Clandinin & Connelly, 1996)

[W]hen someone [Charlotte] said to me: ‘Use the data 
loggers,’ I was like: ‘Hunh? I don’t want to use them!’ and 
then I used them and I was like: ‘Oh, this is easy! It’s simple to 
use.’ So, um, it has to be that way.

Positioning and the Technology of the Self

[T]o give them [students] the skills to be 
functioning adults and not just people who 
laze around and don’t know how to solve 
problems themselves. 



After 2 Years: A Change in Agency?

We don’t talk about how-how do you teach [...] what’s the 
best way to teach a student about the particle model, you 
know.

Positioning and the Technology of (Em)power

• Time and office allocation for 
professional conversations

• Repeated subject allocation to 
craft skills


