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PhD Research Objective

To explore 
childhoodnature

with 
posthuman pedagogies 

in 
environmental education
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Research question

How can posthuman pedagogies be practically 
implemented in the Australian public school 

system to promote childhoodnature in the first 
three years of primary school?
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Subsidiary research questions
1. What are the practices, activities and theories, if any, 

that disrupt childhoodnature in the first three years of 

primary school?

2. In what ways can educators and parents be supported 

to understand the practical implementation of 

posthuman pedagogies in the classroom and home 

environments?
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“Practices of knowing and being are not isolable;

they are mutually implicated. We don’t obtain

knowledge by standing outside the world; we

know because we are of the world. We are part of

the world in its differential becoming”

Barad, 2007, p.185 
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Theoretical perspective



“Posthumanism does not reject humanism’s secular emancipatory agenda of

‘solidarity, community-bonding, social justice and principles of equality’, nor

does it leave behind altogether liberal individualist values such as ‘autonomy,

responsibility and self-determination’ (Braidotti 2013:29).

But – as Braidotti (2013:30) argues – what posthumanism objects to is the

‘epistemic violence’ done to not fully humans (e.g., child) and the nonhuman

‘social and political “others” of the humanist norm’.”

Murris & Haynes, 2018, p. 53



Post-qualitative Methodology
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Diffraction Reflection 
diffraction pattern 

marking differences from within and as part of an     
entangled state 

mirror image 
reflection of objects held at a distance 

differences, relationalities 
objectivity is about 
taking account of marks on bodies, that is, the 
differences materialized, the differences that matter 

sameness, mimesis 
objectivity is about reflections, copies that are 
homologous to originals, authentic, free of distortion 

diffractive methodology reflexivity

performativity 
subject and object do not 
preexist as such, but emerge 
through intra-actions 

representationalism 
preexisting determinate boundary between subject and 
object 

entangled ontology 
material-discursive phenomena 

separate entities 
words and things 

onto-epistem-ology 
knowing is a material practice 
of engagement as part of the world 
in its differential becoming 

ontology | epistemology binary 
knowledge is true beliefs 
concerning reflections from a distance 
knower | known binary 
seeing/observing/knowing from afar

Summary 
accounting for how practices matter reflecting on representations
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Methodology

PILOT STUDY

Name of Method How data will be recorded How method will be achieved

A series of three x 90-minute 
knowledge-sharing workshops: 

1. educators
Educators, children and parents will be invited

to record their thoughts, feelings and ideas

about learning and education through

audio/video recording (this would occur for the

entire session with consent), through creative

or formal writing or through other creative

works and or artistic representations.

A single school will be invited to participate in

the pilot study. Educators will be invited to an

after-school session during a meeting or

professional development time. Children will

be invited to an in-school or after-school

workshop. Parents will be invited to an

evening workshop.

2. children

3. parents

MAIN STUDY

Name of Method How data will be recorded How method will be achieved

Data Events with Children
Video, writing, creative works such as 

photography, drawing etc.
10 x 1-hour afterschool meetings.

Conversations with Educators 

and Parents

Audio and or video. Parents and educators

invited to contribute creative works.

Educators and parents invited to participate in

a 1-hour conversation

Workshops for Educators and 

Parents

Pre- and post-workshop responses to

provocations as written or creative works

4 x 2-hour workshops exploring posthuman

pedagogy

Website
A collective space for informational short-clips about posthuman pedagogies, participant 

discussion (password protected) and journal posts
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Book chapters
Blom, S. M. (2018). Conceptualizing Parent(ing) Childhoodnature

Through Significant Life Experience. In A. Cutter-Mackenzie, K. 
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(pp. 1-26). Cham: Springer International Publishing.
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